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NC Early Childhood Foundation History 

 
The North Carolina Early Childhood Foundation launched in 2013 with two big ideas:  
 
1. Investing in strategies that focus on children from birth through age eight is the most 

effective and cost-efficient means to improve third grade outcomes and long-term success 
for children and our state.  
 

2. Solving problems requires starting from a place that is energizing, promotes broad 
engagement, is rooted in exploration, and grounded in research. 

 
We are fortunate to be working in a state that has such a strong record of innovation and 
success when it comes to education. We were the first state to make full-day 
kindergarten universally available. We pioneered the nation’s first comprehensive early 
childhood initiative, Smart Start. We launched NC PreK to provide at-risk children with high 
quality learning environments. We want to build on this success. 
 
The idea for a new organization originated with conversations at the North Carolina Partnership 
for Children. Smart Start continues to fulfill a vital role for the state for children birth to five, 
and yet its leaders recognized that more was needed to help our children and our state 
succeed. 
 
At the national and state level, policymakers, disappointed with reading proficiency levels and 
high school graduation rates, began emphasizing end of third grade success as a critical 
benchmark.  At the same time, research showing that birth through eight is a critical 
developmental period was gaining attention – a key aspect of the research is the recognition 
that the years from birth through eight must be viewed as continuum that is larger than any 
one program. 
 
As the conversation broadened and early education leaders from across the state were 
engaged, it became clear that there was a need for an organization that had a combination of 
early childhood and engagement expertise and one that would be poised to engage 
communities and state partners on actionable visions on behalf of young children. 
 
We seek to provide an independent, nonpartisan voice to speak to all policies and programs 
that recognize that children birth through eight need health and development on track 
beginning at birth, supported and supportive families and communities, and high-quality birth-
through-eight learning experiences with regular attendance during their early years to be most 
successful.   
 


