#ThinkBabiesNC
2018 North Carolina Survey Results

Strengthen
Families and
Build a Stronger
North Carolina
Since 2014, North Carolina voters increasingly support greater investments in programs and
supports that promote early childhood development, recognizing that more needs to be done to
help families during a critical time in child development. During the first months and years of life,
experiences are built into children’s bodies—shaping brain development and building the foundation
for all future learning, behavior and health. A new, bipartisan poll commissioned by the North
Carolina Early Childhood Foundation finds that voters in the state favor a wide range of investments
that support parents and children starting at birth and throughout multiple points in children’s
development.1
In fact, 80% of voters say early education should be a higher priority than reducing business
taxes in the state. As the new legislative session begins, legislators can build a stronger state and
strengthen North Carolina families through policies that garner wide voter support.

INCREASE OPPORTUNITIES FOR HOME
VISITING AND PARENTING EDUCATION
PROGRAMS. 81% of North Carolinians favor
providing more families access to these
programs, which provide parents with
support during the earliest months and
years of their children’s lives, a critical time
for children’s healthy development. This
support is across political affiliations.

Methodology: Public Opinion Strategies (R) and Hart Research (D) conducted a telephone survey of N=500 voters in North Carolina on both landline and cell phones. The
survey was conducted July 25-29, 2018 and has an overall margin of error of +/- 4.38%. The sample was distributed proportionally throughout the state and is demographically
representative of the electorate.
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ADOPT PAID FAMILY AND MEDICAL LEAVE FOR EMPLOYEES. 87% of voters voiced support for
allowing parents to take time off with pay following the birth or adoption of a child. 73% of North
Carolinians strongly support this policy.
INCREASE CHILD CARE SUBSIDY FUNDING TO EXPAND ACCESS TO HIGH-QUALITY,
AFFORDABLE INFANT AND TODDLER CHILD CARE FOR LOW-INCOME FAMILIES.
Voters across the state widely recognize that high-quality and affordable programs are
in short supply. 68% of North Carolina voters say that half or fewer programs in their
area for infants and toddlers meet both criteria.
MAKE SURE FAMILIES LIVING IN CHILD CARE DESERTS HAVE
ACCESS TO HIGH-QUALITY INFANT AND TODDLER CHILD CARE.
Regardless of location, voters agree that high-quality and affordable
early education for infants and toddlers is hard to find.

ENSURE INFANTS AND TODDLERS HAVE EDUCATED AND COMPENSATED TEACHERS WITH
THE SKILLS NEEDED TO SUPPORT HEALTHY DEVELOPMENT.

Majorities across all parties agree:

#ThinkBabiesNC

Invest in early childhood education
and build a stronger North Carolina.
Learn more: buildthefoundation.org/2018-voter-poll-toolkit

