The NC Campaign for
Grade-Level Reading
The Challenge
38%

of NC 4th graders scored at or
above reading proﬁciency1

25%

of NC 4th graders from
economically disadvantaged
families scored at or above
reading proﬁciency2
Too many children, especially
those from low-income
families, are not reading
proﬁciently by the end of third
grade. Reading well in the
early grades predicts a child’s
academic and career success.
By 2020, 67% of jobs in North
Carolina will need postsecondary educaIon. 3
Yet a child not reading by the
end of third grade is four
Imes more likely to drop out
of school.
From a societal standpoint,
every student who drops out
of high school costs the naIon
an esImated $260,000 in lost
earnings, taxes and
producIvity. 4
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Our Vision

Engaged and mobilized communiIes improving outcomes for children by aligning
policies and pracIces rooted in child development including:
Health and Development on Track Beginning at Birth
Supported and SupporIve Families and CommuniIes
High Quality Birth-to-Eight Learning Environments
Regular A]endance in Early Learning Programs and Schools
Why birth to eight? It’s a unique Ime when the most rapid period of
development in human life happens. Brain scienIsts have discovered that during
children’s earliest years, their experiences are built into their bodies – shaping
the brain’s architecture and creaIng the foundaIon for future learning.
Everything a child experiences from birth impacts that child’s ability to fulﬁll his
or her potenIal.

What is the Campaign for Grade-Level Reading?
Since 2015, the North Carolina Early Childhood FoundaIon (NCECF) has led the
naIonal Campaign for Grade-Level Reading (CGLR) in North Carolina. The
Campaign is a collaboraIve eﬀort by more than 300 communiIes across the
country, including 2,300 local organizaIons and 250+ state and local funders
working to ensure that more children from low-income families succeed in school
and graduate prepared for college, a career and acIve ciIzenship.
The CGLR recognizes that schools and parents cannot succeed alone. When
schools, parents, non-proﬁts, businesses, congregaIons, foundaIons and other
members of a community are mobilized to remove barriers, expand
opportuniIes, collaborate and align eﬀorts under one vision, more children read
on grade-level by the end of third grade.
The CGLR focuses on three soluIons that give children the criIcal foundaIon
needed to read on grade-level by the end of third grade.
• Increase School Readiness
When children arrive developmentally
ready for kindergarten, they are ready
to learn and ready to read.
• Reduce Chronic Absence
Regular a]endance gives students the
best opportunity to develop literacy skills.
• Stem Summer Learning Loss
When children have strong summer
learning opportuniIes, progress
toward third grade reading proﬁciency
is augmented.

What We Do

In our role as the CGLR state lead, NCECF grew the campaign from three to 13
communiIes in our ﬁrst year. We support them through:
ü Building capacity of communiIes to form strong and long-lasIng
collaboraIons to achieve measurable outcomes.
ü CreaIng and sustaining a learning community to share best pracIces, data
and resources.
ü Developing adaptable tools for communiIes to promote understanding of
birth-to-eight child development and the importance of grade-level reading.
ü Assist communiIes in successfully moving partners from being informed to
being engaged to being acIve in the campaign.
ü PromoIng community progress.
ü RecruiIng new communiIes to join the Campaign.
NCECF leverages community acIon to promote stronger state policies and
investments. At the same Ime, state leaders play the vital role of creaIng an
environment that fosters innovaIon and policies that prioriIze children. That’s
why at the state level, NCECF is leading and supporIng government, non-proﬁt
and private sector collaboraIon to advance a shared birth-to-eight vision for NC’s
children. This collaboraIon has set common measures of success and is working
toward coordinated strategies to create cross-system policies, pracIces and
capaciIes to support children being on track by the end of third grade. Together
this iniIaIve, the North Carolina Pathways to Grade-Level Reading and the NC
Campaign for Grade-Level Reading can create maximum impact for children and
families.

Our Impact
4X

More NC CommuniIes Taking AcIon! In
2016, we increased the number of NC
communiIes mobilizing to take acIon
and joining the Campaign for GradeLevel Reading from three to 13!

100%

of a]endees at the 2016 NC Campaign
for Grade-Level Reading Annual
MeeIng gave it high marks, raIng the
meeIng as “well worth” or “worth their
Ime,” with the overwhelming majority
giving it the highest score possible

1/3

of organizaIons at the Smart Start
NaIonal Pre-Conference on the
Campaign for Grade-Level Reading
joined the campaign within three
months.

NC Campaign CommuniEes
• Books from Birth/Pi] County
• Bull City Reads/Durham County
• Chatham Reads/Chatham County
• Gaston County Early Literacy CollaboraIve
• Read Charlo]e/Mecklenburg County
• Grow Moore Readers (Moore County)
• Orange County
• Ready, Set, Read Rowan/Rowan County
• READ Wayne/Wayne County
• Ready for School, Ready for Life/
Guilford County
• Richmond County Early Literacy Commi]ee
• Twin CounIes Read 2 Rise/Nash and
Edgecombe CounIes
• WAKE Up and Read/Wake County

Invest in a Shared Vision
Make your donaIon online at
www.buildthefoundaIon.org/invest.
We happily accept checks as well.
Checks can be mailed to:
NC Early Childhood FoundaIon
907 Glenwood Avenue
Raleigh, NC 27605

Follow Us Online
www.buildthefoundaIon.org
/buildthefoundaIon
@ncecf
/buildthefoundaIon
/north-carolina-earlychildhood-foundaIon

Act!
ü Stay up-to-date on early learning
issues. Subscribe to the NC Early
Learning FoundaIon’s e-newsle]er.
ü Be a voice for young children.
ü Mobilize your community.
ü ParIcipate in the NC Pathways to
Grade-Level Reading IniIaIve.

