
The Improving Head Start for School Readiness Act of 2007: 

Language on Coordination between Head Start Programs and LEAs and Pre-K Programs 

Head Start Act 

Sec. 642A Head Start Transition and Alignment with K-12 Education  

SEC. 642A. [42 U.S.C. 9837a] 

(a) In General- Each Head Start agency shall take steps to coordinate with the local educational agency 
serving the community involved and with schools in which children participating in a Head Start program 
operated by such agency will enroll following such program to promote continuity of services and 
effective transitions, including-- 

(1) developing and implementing a systematic procedure for transferring, with parental consent, 
Head Start program records for each participating child to the school in which such child will enroll; 

(2) establishing ongoing channels of communication between Head Start staff and their 
counterparts in the schools (including teachers, social workers, local educational agency liaisons 
designated under section 722(g)(1)(J)(ii) of the McKinney-Vento Homeless Assistance Act (42 U.S.C. 
11432(g)(1)(J)(ii)), and health staff) to facilitate coordination of programs; 

(3) establishing ongoing communications between the Head Start agency and local educational 
agency for developing continuity of developmentally appropriate curricular objectives (which for the 
purpose of the Head Start program shall be aligned with the Head Start Child Outcomes Framework 
and, as appropriate, State early learning standards) and for shared expectations for children's 
learning and development as the children transition to school; 

(4) organizing and participating in joint training, including transition-related training for school staff 
and Head Start staff; 

(5) establishing comprehensive transition policies and procedures that support children transitioning 
to school, including by engaging the local educational agency in the establishment of such policies; 

(6) conducting outreach to parents and elementary school (such as kindergarten) teachers to discuss 
the educational, developmental, and other needs of individual children; 

(7) helping parents of limited English proficient children understand— 

(A) the instructional and other services provided by the school in which such child will enroll 
after participation in Head Start; and 

(B) as appropriate, the information provided to parents of limited English proficient children 
under section 3302 of the Elementary and Secondary Education Act of 1965 (20 U.S.C. 7012) 
[1112(a)(3) of ESEA as amended by ESSA, parents’ right to know EL services; 

(8) developing and implementing a family outreach and support program, in cooperation with 
entities carrying out parental involvement efforts under title I of the Elementary and Secondary 
Education Act of 1965 (20 U.S.C. 6301 et seq.), and family outreach and support efforts under 
subtitle B of title VII of the McKinney-Vento Homeless Assistance Act (42 U.S.C. 11431 et seq.), 
taking into consideration the language needs of parents of limited English proficient children; 

(9) assisting families, administrators, and teachers in enhancing educational and developmental 
continuity and continuity of parental involvement in activities between Head Start services and 
elementary school classes; 
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(10) linking the services provided in such Head Start program with educational services, including 
services relating to language, literacy, and numeracy, provided by such local educational agency; 

(11) helping parents (including grandparents and kinship caregivers, as appropriate) to understand 
the importance of parental involvement in a child's academic success while teaching them strategies 
for maintaining parental involvement as their child moves from Head Start to elementary school; 

(12) helping parents understand the instructional and other services provided by the school in which 
their child will enroll after participation in the Head Start program; 

(13) developing and implementing a system to increase program participation of underserved 
populations of eligible children; and 

(14) coordinating activities and collaborating to ensure that curricula used in the Head Start program 
are aligned with-- 

(A) the Head Start Child Outcomes Framework, as developed by the Secretary; and 

(B) State early learning standards, as appropriate, with regard to cognitive, social, emotional, 
and physical competencies that children entering kindergarten are expected to demonstrate. 

Sec. 642 Powers and Functions of Head Start Agencies 

Sec. 642 [42 U.S.C. 9837]  

(e) Collaboration and Coordination- To be so designated, a Head Start agency shall collaborate and 
coordinate with public and private entities, to the maximum extent practicable, to improve the 
availability and quality of services to Head Start children and families, including carrying out the 
following activities: 

(1) Conduct outreach to schools in which children participating in the Head Start program will enroll 
following the program, local educational agencies, the local business community, community-based 
organizations, faith-based organizations, museums, and libraries to generate support and leverage 
the resources of the entire local community in order to improve school readiness. 

(2)(A) In communities where both a public prekindergarten program and a Head Start program 
operate, collaborate and coordinate activities with the local educational agency or other public 
agency responsible for the operation of the prekindergarten program and providers of 
prekindergarten, including outreach activities to identify eligible children. 

(B) With the permission of the parents of children enrolled in the Head Start program, regularly 
communicate with the schools in which the children will enroll following the program, to-- 

(i) share information about such children; 

(ii) collaborate with the teachers in such schools regarding professional development and 
instructional strategies, as appropriate; and 

(iii) ensure a smooth transition to school for such children. 

(3) Coordinate activities and collaborate with programs under the Child Care and Development Block 
Grant Act of 1990 (42 U.S.C. 9858 et seq.), the agencies responsible for administering section 106 of 
the Child Abuse Prevention and Treatment Act (42 U.S.C. 5106a) and parts B and E of title IV of the 
Social Security Act (42 U.S.C. 621 et seq., 670 et seq.), programs under subtitle B of title VII of the 
McKinney-Vento Homeless Assistance Act (42 U.S.C. 11431 et seq.), Even Start programs under 
subpart 3 of part B of title I of the Elementary and Secondary Education Act of 1965 (20 U.S.C. 6381 
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et seq.), programs under section 619 and part C of the Individuals with Disabilities Education Act (20 
U.S.C. 1419, 1431 et seq.), and other entities providing early childhood education and development 
programs or services, serving the children and families served by the Head Start agency. 

(4) Take steps to coordinate activities with the local educational agency serving the community 
involved and with schools in which children participating in the Head Start program will enroll 
following the program, including-- 

(A) collaborating on the shared use of transportation and facilities, in appropriate cases; 

(B) collaborating to reduce the duplication and enhance the efficiency of services while increasing 
the program participation of underserved populations of eligible children; and 

(C) exchanging information on the provision of noneducational services to such children. 

(5) Enter into a memorandum of understanding, not later than 1 year after the date of enactment of 
the Improving Head Start for School Readiness Act of 2007, with the appropriate local entity 
responsible for managing publicly funded preschool programs in the service area of the Head Start 
agency, that shall-- 

(A)(i) provide for a review of each of the activities described in clause (ii); and 

(ii) include plans to coordinate, as appropriate, activities regarding-- 

(I) educational activities, curricular objectives, and instruction; 

(II) public information dissemination and access to programs for families contacting the Head Start 
program or any of the preschool programs; 

(III) selection priorities for eligible children to be served by programs; 

(IV) service areas; 

(V) staff training, including opportunities for joint staff training on topics such as academic content 
standards, instructional methods, curricula, and social and emotional development; 

(VI) program technical assistance; 

(VII) provision of additional services to meet the needs of working parents, as applicable; 

(VIII) communications and parent outreach for smooth transitions to kindergarten as required in 
paragraphs (3) and (6) of section 642A(a); 

(IX) provision and use of facilities, transportation, and other program elements. 

Head Start Program Performance Standards 

1302.53 Community partnerships and coordination with other early childhood and education 
programs. 

(a) Community partnerships. (1) A program must establish ongoing collaborative relationships and 
partnerships with community organizations such as establishing joint agreements, procedures, or 
contracts and arranging for onsite delivery of services as appropriate, to facilitate access to community 
services that are responsive to children’s and families’ needs and family partnership goals, and 
community needs and resources, as determined by the community assessment. 

(b) Coordination with other programs and systems. A program must take an active role in promoting 
coordinated systems of comprehensive early childhood services to low-income children and families in 
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their community through communication, cooperation, and the sharing of information among agencies 
and their community partners, while protecting the privacy of child records in accordance with subpart 
C of part 1303 of this chapter and applicable federal, state, local, and tribal laws. 

(1) Memorandum of understanding. To support coordination between Head Start and publicly funded 
preschool programs, a program must enter into a memorandum of understanding with the 
appropriate local entity responsible for managing publicly funded preschool programs in the service 
area of the program, as described in section 642(e)(5) of the Act. 

Head Start Act 642(e)(5) Enter into a memorandum of understanding, not later than 1 year after 
the date of enactment of the Improving Head Start for School Readiness Act of 2007, with the 
appropriate local entity responsible for managing publicly funded preschool programs in the 
service area of the Head Start agency, that shall-- 

(A)(i) provide for a review of each of the activities described in clause (ii); and 

(ii) include plans to coordinate, as appropriate, activities regarding-- 

(I) educational activities, curricular objectives, and instruction; 

(II) public information dissemination and access to programs for families contacting the Head 
Start program or any of the preschool programs; 

(III) selection priorities for eligible children to be served by programs; 

(IV) service areas; 

(V) staff training, including opportunities for joint staff training on topics such as academic 
content standards, instructional methods, curricula, and social and emotional development; 

(VI) program technical assistance; 

(VII) provision of additional services to meet the needs of working parents, as applicable; 

(VIII) communications and parent outreach for smooth transitions to kindergarten as 
required in paragraphs (3) and (6) of section 642A(a); 

(IX) provision and use of facilities, transportation, and other program elements. 

1302.63 Coordination and collaboration with the local agency responsible for implementing IDEA. 

(a) A program must coordinate with the local agency responsible for implementing IDEA to identify 
children enrolled or who intend to enroll in a program that may be eligible for services under IDEA, 
including through the process described in §1302.33(a)(3) and through participation in the local agency 
Child Find efforts. 

(b) A program must work to develop interagency agreements with the local agency responsible for 
implementing IDEA to improve service delivery to children eligible for services under IDEA, including the 
referral and evaluation process, service coordination, promotion of service provision in the least 
restrictive appropriate community-based setting and reduction in dual enrollment which causes reduced 
time in a less restrictive setting, and transition services as children move from services provided under 
Part C of IDEA to services provided under Part B of IDEA and from preschool to kindergarten. 

(c) A program must participate in the development of the IFSP or IEP if requested by the child’s parents, 
and the implementation of the IFSP or IEP. At a minimum, the program must offer: 
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(1) To provide relevant information from its screenings, assessments, and observations to the team 
developing a child’s IFSP or IEP; and, 

(2) To participate in meetings with the local agency responsible for implementing IDEA to develop or 
review an IEP or IFSP for a child being considered for Head Start enrollment, a currently enrolled 
child, or a child transitioning from a program. 

(d) A program must retain a copy of the IEP or IFSP for any child enrolled in Head Start for the time the 
child is in the program, consistent with the IDEA requirements in 34 CFR parts 300 and 303. 

 

Source: Head Start Early Childhood Learning & Knowledge Center, Head Start Policy and Regulations. 
Available at: https://eclkc.ohs.acf.hhs.gov/policy/head-start-act/  
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Every Student Succeeds Act of 2015 

Language on Coordination between LEAs and Head Start/ Early Childhood Programs  

SEC. 1119. [20 U.S.C. 6322] COORDINATION REQUIREMENTS. 

(a) IN GENERAL.—Each local educational agency receiving assistance under this part shall carry out the 
activities described in subsection (b) with Head Start agencies and, if feasible, other entities carrying out 
early childhood development programs. Each local educational agency shall develop agreements with 
such Head Start agencies and other entities to carry out such activities. 

(b) ACTIVITIES.—The activities referred to in subsection (a) are activities that increase coordination 
between the local educational agency and a Head Start agency and, if feasible, other entities carrying 
out early childhood education programs serving children who will attend the schools of the local 
educational agency, including— 

(1) developing and implementing a systematic procedure for receiving records regarding such 
children, transferred with parental consent from a Head Start program or, where applicable, 
another early childhood education program;  

(2) establishing channels of communication between school staff and their counterparts (including 
teachers, social workers, and health staff) in such Head Start agencies or other entities carrying out 
early childhood education programs, as appropriate, to facilitate coordination of programs; 

(3) conducting meetings involving parents, kindergarten or elementary school teachers, and Head 
Start teachers or, if appropriate, teachers from other early childhood education programs, to discuss 
the developmental and other needs of individual children; 

(4) organizing and participating in joint transition-related training of school staff, Head Start 
program staff, and, where appropriate, other early childhood education program staff; and 

(5) linking the educational services provided by such local educational agency with the services 
provided by local Head Start agencies. 

(c) COORDINATION OF REGULATIONS.—The Secretary shall work with the Secretary of Health and 
Human Services to coordinate regulations promulgated under this part with regulations promulgated 
under the Head Start Act. 

SEC. 3116(b)(4)(D) – LEA Applications for Title III Funding to Serve English Learners – Contents -  

…The eligible [LEA or other eligible applicant] will, if applicable, coordinate activities and share relevant 
data under the plan with local Head Start and Early Head Start agencies, including migrant and seasonal 
Head Start agencies, and other early childhood education providers. 

Source: The Every Student Succeeds Act (ESSA), Available at: https://www.ed.gov/esea 
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